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Background 

The following HELCOM meetings relevant for HELCOM MORS EG took place since the Third Meeting of 
HELCOM MORS EG held on 7-9 May 2013: 

 HELCOM GEAR 4/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 13-14 June 2013  

 HELCOM HOD 41/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 17-18 June 2013 

 HELCOM HOD 42/2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, 3-4 September 2013  

 HELCOM HOD 43/2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, 23-24 September 2013 

 HELCOM HOD 44/2013, Copenhagen, Denmark, 2 October 2013 

 HELCOM 2013 Ministerial Meeting, Copenhagen, Denmark, 3 October 2013 

 HELCOM MORE 7/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 18 November 2013 

 HELCOM GEAR 5/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 30-31 October 2013  

 HELCOM MONAS 19/2013, Helsinki, Finland, 19-22 November 2013  

 HELCOM MORE 8/2014, Berlin, Germany, 13-14 January 2014 

 HELCOM CORESET II 1/2014, Berlin, Germany, 15-16 January 2014 

 HELCOM HOD 45/2014, Helsinki, Finland, 6-7 February 2014 

 HELCOM 35/2014, Helsinki, Finland, 5-6 March 2014 

 HELCOM GEAR 6-2014, Berlin, Germany, 26-27 March 2014 

 HELCOM MONAS 20/2014, Oslo, Norway, 8-10 April 2014 

 HELCOM MORE 9/2014, Tallinn, Estonia, 23-24 of April 2014 

The following issues are of specific relevance for the future work of HELCOM MORS EG: 

1. Adoption of the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy (cf. document 2-3) 
2. Approval of a Roadmap of HELCOM activities implementing ecosystem approach (cf. document 2-2) 
3. Second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) 
4. The work on development of HELCOM hazardous substances core indicators 

 

Action required 

The Meeting is invited to consider the attached extracts from the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings of 
relevance to MORS EG. 
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Extracts from recent HELCOM meetings of relevance to MORS EG 

 

1. Adoption of the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy and development of 
a HELCOM Monitoring Manual 

 

HELCOM 2013 Ministerial Meeting 

HELCOM Ministerial Meeting was held on 3 October 2013 in Copenhagen, Denmark. The Ministerial 
Meeting reviewed the effectiveness of the implementation of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. 

Ministers and high-level representatives of the HELCOM Contracting Parties adopted the 2013 HELCOM 
Copenhagen Ministerial Declaration “Taking Further Action to Implement the Baltic Sea Action Plan: 
Reaching Good Environmental Status for a healthy Baltic Sea”.  

The Section on “Hazardous substances from air and waterborne sources on land” states: 

6 (H). ACKNOWLEDGING that due to radioactive fallout from the Chernobyl accident the Baltic Sea 
has the highest concentrations of 137Cs of any regional sea and RECOGNIZING the risk of pollution by 
radioactive substances caused by nuclear accidents in the Baltic Sea catchment area or farther away, WE 
AGREE to continue monitoring of radioactive substances in accordance with HELCOM Recommendation 
26/3 and making assessments of the impacts of radioactivity on the marine environment and humans; 

HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy was adopted as part of the Declaration.  

A number of reports and documents were completed to serve as supporting or background information to 
the Ministerial Meeting and they have also been made available on the HELCOM web page for the 
Ministerial Meeting. Those produced under or relevant to HELCOM MONAS include: 

 Climate change in the Baltic Sea Area: HELCOM thematic assessment in 2013 (BSEP 137), 

 Extended summary of the updated Fifth Baltic Sea Pollution Load Compilation (PLC-5.5), 

 Summary report on the development of revised Maximum Allowable Inputs (MAI) and updated 
Country Allocated Reduction Targets (CART) of the Baltic Sea Action Plan, 

 Implementing the ecosystem approach: HELCOM regional coordination, 

 Eutrophication status of the Baltic Sea 2007-2011: A concise thematic assessment, 

 Thematic assessment of longterm changes in radioactivity in the Baltic Sea, 2007-2010 (BSEP 135), 

 HELCOM core indicators: Final report of the HELCOM CORESET project (BSEP 136), 

 HELCOM core set of biodiversity and hazardous substances core indicators. 

 

HELCOM MONAS 19/2013 

 took note that the revised HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy implying a six-year 
monitoring and assessment cycle was endorsed by HELCOM HOD 41/2013 and adopted by the 
HELCOM 2013 Ministerial Meeting. The Strategy will be used as the basis of further considerations on 
monitoring and assessment.  

 considered and discussed the activity for revision of HELCOM Recommendation 19/3 The Manual for 
the marine monitoring in the COMBINE programme of HELCOM which is being carried out under the 
HELCOM MORE project. The Meeting noted that the Recommendation would be updated only after the 
HELCOM Monitoring manual has been developed. The Meeting stressed that it should be emphasized 
in the Recommendation that quality assurance of monitoring should be ensured also in the future. 

 

http://www.helcom.fi/Ministerial2013
http://www.helcom.fi/Ministerial2013
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/BSAP_Overview_with%20cover.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Ministerial2013/ministerial-declaration/
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/Adopted_endorsed%20documents/Monitoring%20and%20assessment%20strategy.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/Climate%20change_BSEP137.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/PLC-5.5%20Extended%20Summary%20for%20MM2013.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/Summary%20report%20on%20MAI-CART.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/GEAR%20report%20Reg%20coordination%20adopted%20by%20HOD42.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/Eutrophication%20assessment%202007-2011.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Background/Radioactivity_BSEP135.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Background/CORESET_Final_BSEP136.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Background/HELCOM%20Core%20set%20of%20biodiversity%20and%20hazardous%20substances%20core%20indicators.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=16324&folderId=2470408&name=DLFE-55240.pdf
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HELCOM MORE 8/2014 

 started developing the main sections of the HELCOM monitoring manual and the monitoring fact sheet 
templates. 

 revised the current draft of monitoring programmes emphasizing more the link to the BSAP and the 
regional perspective. 

 discussed whether the general questions related to the overarching monitoring programmes should be 
included in the presentation of fact sheets. The Meeting concluded that if the information about 
monitoring programmes is stored in a database it can be extracted according to preference and a 
principle decision is therefore not needed. 

 reiterated that while the goal of HELCOM MORE is to achieve coordinated monitoring, the HELCOM 
monitoring manual should include not only currently coordinated monitoring (e.g. COMBINE) but also 
other common monitoring that is not yet coordinated (e.g. seals, birds). The manual should also 
identify areas where coordinated monitoring is desirable and identify gaps in monitoring e.g. for pre-
core indicators for which monitoring is still lacking.  

 considered the indicative list of monitoring sub-programmes as presented by the Commission. The 
Meeting noted that nearly 50 sub-programmes are proposed and that the document underlines that 
more sub-programmes may be warranted but that further aggregation is discouraged.  

 agreed to continue developing the monitoring manual based on the thematic fact sheet approach 
developed by HELCOM MORE and concluded that the fact sheets could consist of several sub-
programmes. 

 discussed renaming of the fact sheets to something that could better fit between the Monitoring 
programmes and Sub-programmes as proposed by the EU. The meeting agreed to rename the HELCOM 
fact sheets to HELCOM monitoring programme topics since the term fact sheets was felt too general 
and misleading. 

 concluded that since there is no clear alignment between HELCOM programme topics (previously called 
fact sheets) and proposed sub-programmes, the relationship between them should be clarified.  The 
Meeting participants divided into four groups to discuss the programme topics focusing on 1) 
contaminants, 2) water quality and plankton, 3) benthic features and disturbance, 4) birds, mammals 
and fish. Biological disturbance, litter, non-indigenous species and underwater noise were not covered 
by the participating experts. 

 

HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 

 considered the progress with elaboration of the Monitoring Manual and recalled that for EU Member 

States the MSFD monitoring programme needs to be ready by 15 July 2014. The intention is therefore 

to publish online information about HELCOM monitoring for the different programme topics in the end 

of June 2014 so that those Contracting Parties that are also EU members can use the information for 

MSFD reporting requirements. 

 took note that the development of the monitoring manual is an iterative process and that the goal for 

July 2014 is to include information on already coordinated monitoring (COMBINE, MORS-PRO, PLC) 

and as far as possible information on existing monitoring programmes that can support the HELCOM 

core indicators although not yet coordinated at a regional level (e.g. seals, birds, non-indigenous 

species, benthic biotopes). 

 discussed the monitoring templates for the different programme topics and noted that information is 

being gathered through the MORE, CORESET and BALSAM projects as well as existing HELCOM expert 

groups (FISH-PRO II, PEG, ZEN-QAI, LOAD and MORS EG), which have already contributed to filling in 

the monitoring templates.  

 noted that the templates will be reviewed and discussed at the next MORE meeting (23-24 April 2014 

in Tallinn) and that during May gaps will be filled and the information will be improved if needed. The 

Meeting took note that before the manual is posted on line there is a need for a review process to 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=16324&folderId=2594394&name=DLFE-55489.pdf
http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/MONAS%2020-2014-100/MeetingDocuments/Final%20Outcome%20of%20MONAS%2020-2014.pdf
http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/MONAS%2020-2014-100/MeetingDocuments/Final%20Outcome%20of%20MONAS%2020-2014.pdf
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approve of the content and supported the proposal that this should take place through an 

intersessional MONAS review process, from 2 June 20 June 2014.  

 considered how to proceed with the task of the MORE project to review the regional coherence and 
adequacy of existing coordinated monitoring programmes, noting that this should be carried out in the 
second half of 2014. The Meeting was of the opinion that at present a pragmatic solution would be to 
carry out a qualitative evaluation based on expert judgement and proposed that the MORE project 
should provide a backbone for such analysis and describe obvious gaps in monitoring, e.g. in the 
monitoring network or lack of monitoring for some indicators, and report back to the next MONAS 
meeting. 

 agreed that in few years, when Contracting Parties have further developed their indicators and revised 
national monitoring programmes have been implemented, a more detailed statistical analysis of the 
coherence and adequacy should be strived for. The Meeting was of the opinion that such analysis will 
require a separately funded project carried out by experts. 

 noted that MORE also has the task to, if needed, propose revision to existing HELCOM monitoring 
programmes as well as propose new coordinated monitoring programmes for those elements that are 
still missing in HELCOM monitoring programmes. The Meeting recalled that the review of existing 
monitoring programmes should be carried out by MONAS and its expert groups i.e.  FISH-PRO II, ZEN-
QAI, MORS EG, LOAD and PEG.  

 

HELCOM MORE 9/2014 

The main purpose of the Meeting was to i) review the general description of the HELCOM Monitoring 
Manual and the summaries of the monitoring programmes ii) review the programmes topic templates that 
have been filled-in, discuss gaps and agree on how to finalize the HELCOM Monitoring Manual iii) start 
planning next steps of the MORE project as well as cooperation with the BALSAM project.  

 reviewed and provided comments to general sections of the draft new HELCOM Monitoring 
Manual, discussed the list of sub-programmes and the summary of gaps in current information in 
the programme topic files and agreed on how to approach the gaps in current information. 

 welcomed the work done to fill in the programme topic files and noted that information has been 
provided by experts participating in BALSAM, HELCOM CORESETII, FISH-PRO II and ZEN-QAI, MORS-
PRO, LOAD and RESPONSE.   

 discussed the level of detail desired in the Monitoring Manual and concluded that for MSFD 
reporting purposes only aggregated information and reference to existing guidelines is needed and 
that this should be the goal for the first version of the Monitoring Manual to be ready by 15 July 
2014.  

 stressed that for the continued revision of HELCOM monitoring programmes and guidelines it is 
necessary to gather detailed information to document the monitoring activities, e.g. the precise 
frequency for sampling and if methods and guidelines are followed by all Contracting Parties. 

 recalled that according to the MORE work plan the next steps after completing the Monitoring 
Manual involve the development of 1) Coordinated monitoring network, 2) Coordinated monitoring 
programme 3) Monitoring guidelines. 

 was of the opinion that the development of the coordinated monitoring network is a continuous 
process that could be taken forward in 2015 under the regular work of MONAS and relevant 
ongoing projects. 

 

2. Approval of a Roadmap of HELCOM activities implementing ecosystem approach 

 

HELCOM GEAR 4/2013 

 agreed on the updated Roadmap of GEAR work and HELCOM’s activities overall and asked the 
Secretariat to forward it to HELCOM HOD 41/2013. 

http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/MORE%209-2014-103/default.aspx
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2258591&name=DLFE-54306.pdf
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 agreed to use the Roadmap for communicating specific tasks to other HELCOM groups, taking into 
account the proposals for amended ToR of GEAR intending to clarify the roles of GEAR with other 
HELCOM groups. 

 

HELCOM HOD 41/2013 

 considered the Roadmap for HELCOM’s activities on ecosystem approach and endorsed the Roadmap 
with the understanding that it will be regularly updated by HELCOM GEAR, taking note of the study 
reservation by Denmark on the Roadmap, and pending the clarification of this study reservation by 31 
July 2013. The Meeting took note of the information that Denmark might wish to come back with 
further reflections on the future work of HELCOM GEAR. 

 
HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2013  

 adopted the document: Implementing the ecosystem approach - HELCOM regional coordination 
 

HELCOM GEAR 5/2013  

 took note of the Roadmap of HELCOM activities implementing ecosystem approach, endorsed by 
HELCOM HOD 41/2013 and updated by the Secretariat to take into account the decisions of HELCOM 
HOD 41/2013 and the outcome of the Ministerial Meeting especially related to monitoring, indicators 
and assessments. 

 supported the updated Roadmap with reflections of the Ministerial outcomes in general and found the 
Roadmap approach helpful for planning the work.  

 noted that the Roadmap will be continuously updated according to the progress of work.  

 

HELCOM HOD 45-2014 

 welcomed the Updated Roadmap of HELCOM activities on Ecosystem Approach as the major planning 
tool for HELCOM work. The Meeting pointed out that while the Roadmap has been initiated by GEAR, it 
has become an overall document covering all major HELCOM activities.  

 agreed to forward the Roadmap to HELCOM 35-2014 for adoption and to use it in the process of 
streamlining HELCOM. 

 

HELCOM 35-2014  

 considered and endorsed the updated Roadmap of HELCOM activities on ecosystem approach and 
agreed to use it as a major planning tool for HELCOM work. 

 further agreed on the process of continuous updating and use of the Roadmap as follows: 

 the Secretariat will keep the Roadmap updated according to progressing work and new decisions 
taken in HELCOM, including decisions by the Heads of Delegation on priorities; the updating will 
also include the contributions by subsidiary bodies as soon as the new working structure of 
HELCOM is decided; 

 GEAR will use the Roadmap to plan and guide the production of deliverables in terms of their 
timing, management and policy-relevance and linkage to other ongoing processes as well as 
resource needs, ensuring coherence and integration in the implementation of the Roadmap 
across various working strands and subsidiary bodies and communicating the progress and 
possible obstacles, including with allocation of resources to the HODs;  

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79420&folderId=2258447&name=DLFE-54388.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Ministerial2013
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Supporting/GEAR%20report%20Reg%20coordination%20adopted%20by%20HOD42.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2437289&name=DLFE-55122.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2437289&name=DLFE-55053.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79420&folderId=2599105&name=DLFE-55680.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=79413&folderId=2607943&name=DLFE-55881.pdf
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 the HELCOM subsidiary bodies will use the Roadmap to guide prioritization in their work as well as 
contribution to/production of specific deliverables, in a manner coordinated with other ongoing 
HELCOM and external processes. 

 

HELCOM GEAR 6-2014 

 proposed to prioritize the following issues within the Roadmap, as regards timing of project 
implementation: 

HIGHEST PRIORITY: 

- the development of a holistic assessment, which would also cover other activities on the 
Roadmap including the development of assessment tools and pressure indicators, and  

- the Regional Action Plan (RAP) on marine litter, recognizing that it would also serve to 
strengthen work on regional coherence in the Baltic Sea marine region, and that continued 
cooperation with OSPAR should be sought on the issue of marine litter; 

2nd PRIORITY: 

- the ongoing PLUS-project developing and modernizing the Pollution Load database, being 
critical for the follow up the HELCOM nutrient load reduction scheme; 

- the MORE project to finalize the monitoring guidelines and update of the recommendation 
19/3 as outlined in the Roadmap; 

3rd PRIORITY:  

- continued work within the PROTECT project. The Meeting proposed to split the work of 
PROTECT in two parts and to start with the allocation of funds for the agreed modernization of 
the database for protected areas as a first step followed by the assessment of ecological 
coherence as a second step, taking note of the information from the EC that a contract is under 
way that will assess the criteria used to assess ecological coherence of the MPA networks. 
GEAR asked the secretariat to revise the project proposal accordingly. 

- development of the biodiversity database including to provide data to the HELCOM holistic 
assessment. 

 requested the Secretariat to inform GEAR on the specific request of Contracting Parties to support 
funding of the activities outlined on the Roadmap with funds not yet allocated. 

 

3. Second holistic assessment of the Baltic Sea (HOLAS II) 

 

HELCOM MONAS 19–2013 

 considered initial proposals for a way forward towards elaborating a second holistic assessment of 
ecosystem health of the Baltic Sea. The Meeting agreed that the assessment should be developed so 
that it can also serve as a regional “roof report” that could be reported by all Baltic Sea EU member 
states under the MSFD for second cycle initial assessment in 2018. 

 discussed the need to review and update HELCOM assessment tools and recalled the HELCOM TOOLS 
workshop held in December 2011. The Meeting felt that the HELCOM TOOLS 1/2011 workshop was 
very useful and proposed the arranging of a second assessment tool workshop.  

 discussed how to proceed with the elaboration of a second holistic assessment and stressed that a 
project should be established to provide a framework and support for the assessment work. A drafting 
group elaborated a first draft outline of the contents of the assessment, as well as initial ideas for a 
project proposal for a second holistic assessment (2014-2016). The Meeting discussed and updated the 
draft outline and project contents as contained in Annex 4. The Meeting mandated the Secretariat to 
prepare a draft project proposal and to investigate options for funding the project, and requested the 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2664021&name=DLFE-56061.pdf
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Secretariat to forward the draft outline and draft project proposal to HELCOM GEAR 6/2014 for further 
discussion and elaboration.  

 agreed on the need to ensure transparency of the development of assessment tools and the tools 
themselves and that HELCOM should have full ownership of the tools. 

 

HELCOM GEAR 6-2014 

 took note of the draft project description of a second holistic assessment of ecosystem health of the 
Baltic Sea and of the proposal to update the HELCOM assessment tools as part of the project, base the 
assessment on the DPSIR-approach, and include a strengthened component of social and economic 
analyses compared to the previous holistic assessment in agreement with the 2013 HELCOM Ministerial 
Meeting.  

 agreed that the holistic assessment should be based on the DPSIR-approach but with the understanding 
that A1 (pressure), A2 (state) and A3 (impact on society) would be elaborated in detail while A4 
(response/measures) and A5 (appropriateness of measures) should be carried out with less depth and 
presented as e.g. a discussion chapter. 

 noted that Denmark and Poland raised study reservations on including A4 and A5.  

 agreed to use HELCOM core indicators as a basis for the project and acknowledged the need for 
continued development of pre-core and candidate indicators. 

 discussed the possibility to postpone the finalization of the holistic report e.g. to mid-2017, with the 
understanding that substantial work will be ready already by end of 2016 but that some more months 
will be needed for finalising the final product. Postponing the assessment would also allow for better 
alignment with the planned assessment in OSPAR. 

 stressed the intention to use the holistic assessment as roof report for the 2018 MSFD reporting and 
also to support a strengthened regional coherence and the implementation of the Baltic Sea Action 
Plan.  

 discussed the two alternative structures for Project Management presented in the proposal and agreed 
that the project should be coordinated by a Chair and a core team representing the Contracting Parties. 
The Meeting also proposed that the Chair and core team could be supported by a project coordinator. 

 mandated the Secretariat to seek external funding for HOLAS II. 

 agreed that further comments to the project proposal are to be sent to the Professional Secretary 
(ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi) at latest by 1 May 2014 and that comments should be coordinated at the 
national level. 

 

HELCOM MONAS 20-2014 

 considered a draft project description for a second holistic assessment (HOLAS II) as contained in 
document 6-2 and noted that it is based on a draft submitted by the Secretariat to GEAR 6-2014, which 
has subsequently been revised taking into account the comments made at GEAR 6-2014.  

 discussed the role of MONAS contacts in the implementation of the HOLAS II project and was of the 
opinion that in addition to providing a scientific review of the project activities MONAS contacts could 
also be part of the “HOLAS core team” since the project can be expected to advance quickly. 

 stressed the importance of deciding on the timeframe of the data to be used in the HOLAS II report and 
highlighted the need to ensure harmonized availability of data from the same time period from all 
Contracting Parties.  

 took note that the HOLAS II report is intended to be structured in a way that the results can be 
disaggregated and used for other reporting purposes and requested the Secretariat to map the EU data 
reporting schedules to harmonize the data used in the HOLAS with EU reporting requirements. The 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2664021&name=DLFE-56061.pdf
mailto:ullali.zweifel@helcom.fi
http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/MONAS%2020-2014-100/MeetingDocuments/Final%20Outcome%20of%20MONAS%2020-2014.pdf
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schedule should also list deadlines for HELCOM sub-groups and expert groups to submit datasets and 
data products for the HOLAS II project. 

 was of the view that GEAR should oversee that EU reporting requirements and HELCOM assessments 
are aligned and comparable and also stressed the importance of ensuring sufficient national 
involvement in HOLAS II and that HELCOM work should be seen as an integral part of MSFD 
implementation rather than an additional task on top of the national implementation efforts as well as 
underlined that better ownership of the HELCOM assessment products would also result in better 
assessment of regional coherence in the EU evaluation of implementation of MSFD Article 12. 

 supported cooperation between HELCOM and ICES in production of the holistic assessment and 
encouraged ICES to present to MONAS potential additional contributions to the HOLAS work and other 
HELCOM work. 

 noted that the HOLAS project description will be further updated based on comments submitted by 
GEAR contacts to the Secretariat no later than 1 May 2014 and invited MONAS contacts to provide their 
possible comments to their national GEAR contacts. 

 

4. The work on development of HELCOM hazardous substances core indicators 

 

HELCOM Ministerial Meeting 2013  

 adopted the following products by HELCOM CORESET 
o HELCOM core set of biodiversity and hazardous substances core indicators 
o Final report of the HELCOM CORESET project 

The core indicators for hazardous substances of relevance for HELCOM MORS EG can be accessed here:  

http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/hazardous-substances/indicators 

 

HELCOM GEAR 5/2013 

 took note of the current state and next steps for HELCOM’s core indicators and welcomed the overview 
of HELCOM indicators. 

 considered how to further the work on the HELCOM core, pre-core, candidate and pressure indicators 
and was of the opinion that guidance for further work would need to be specified; and agreed on the 
timetable of activities for setting up the implementation plan for CORESET II, including organising the 
kick-off meeting of HELCOM CORESET II on 15-16 January 2014 and welcomed the willingness of 
Germany to organise the meeting back-to-back with HELCOM MORE 8/2013. 

 

HELCOM MONAS 19/2013 

 took note of the new HELCOM website which was launched prior to the HELCOM 2013 Ministerial 
Meeting and how the Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets, core indicators as well as assessment reports 
can be accessed via the site.  

 took note of the status of updating the Baltic Sea Environment Fact Sheets (document 5/2) and that all 
the latest fact sheets are available via the HELCOM website and new updated ones will be added once 
submitted to the Secretariat. 

 took note that the kick-off meeting of CORESET II will be arranged on 15-16 January 2014 in Berlin, 
Germany, back-to-back with a MORE 8/2014 workshop on monitoring fact sheets to which CORESET 
experts have been invited.  

 was of the opinion that the kick-off meeting of CORESET II should focus on detailed planning of the core 
set indicator expert work and it should also carry out a gap analysis of the core indicator set in order to 
advise on additional core indicators that should be developed. The gap analysis should focus on needs 

http://www.helcom.fi/Ministerial2013
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Background/HELCOM%20Core%20set%20of%20biodiversity%20and%20hazardous%20substances%20core%20indicators.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Associated%20documents/Background/CORESET_Final_BSEP136.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/hazardous-substances/indicators
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2437289&name=DLFE-55122.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/coreset-ii/
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=16324&folderId=2470408&name=DLFE-55240.pdf


MORS EG 4-2014, 2-4 
 

 

Page 9 of 10 
 

stemming from BSAP and MSFD as well as indicator-based holistic assessment. The Meeting considered 
that the workshop could also consider how the different core indicators are located in the Drivers-
Pressures-State-Impacts-Response scheme, noting that there are differing views on e.g. whether some 
eutrophication indicators are pressure or state indicators and it would be helpful to have a logical and 
well-justified positioning of the indicators along the DPSIR axis prior to starting the holistic assessment. 

 agreed that CORESET II issues should be addressed during MONAS meetings, in collaboration between 
CORESET II experts and MONAS participants. The Meeting recalled that the spring meetings of MONAS 
have been thematically orientated and was of the opinion that HELCOM MONAS 20/2014 should focus 
on CORESET II work e.g. during one day, and a CORESET II workshop could be arranged back-to-back.  

 

HELCOM MORE 8-2014 

 revised the current draft of monitoring programmes emphasizing more the link to the BSAP and the 
regional perspective. 

 discussed whether the general questions related to the overarching monitoring programmes should be 
included in the presentation of fact sheets and concluded that if the information about monitoring 
programmes is stored in a database it can be extracted according to preference and a principle decision 
is therefore not needed. 

 reiterated that while the goal of HELCOM MORE is to achieve coordinated monitoring, the HELCOM 
monitoring manual should include not only currently coordinated monitoring (e.g. COMBINE) but also 
other common monitoring that is not yet coordinated (e.g. seals, birds). The manual should also 
identify areas where coordinated monitoring is desirable and identify gaps in monitoring e.g. for pre-
core indicators for which monitoring is still lacking.  

 considered the indicative list of monitoring sub-programmes as presented by the Commission and 
noted that nearly 50 sub-programmes are proposed and that the document underlines that more sub-
programmes may be warranted but that further aggregation is discouraged.  

 agreed to continue developing the monitoring manual based on the thematic fact sheet approach 
developed by HELCOM MORE and concluded that the fact sheets could consist of several sub-
programmes. 

 discussed renaming of the fact sheets to something that could better fit between the Monitoring 
programmes and Sub-programmes as proposed by the EU and agreed to rename the HELCOM fact 
sheets to HELCOM monitoring programme topics since the term fact sheets was felt too general and 
misleading. 

 concluded that since there is no clear alignment between HELCOM programme topics (previously called 
fact sheets) and proposed sub-programmes, the relationship between them should be clarified.  The 
Meeting participants divided into four groups to discuss the programme topics focusing on 1) 
contaminants, 2) water quality and plankton, 3) benthic features and disturbance, 4) birds, mammals 
and fish. Biological disturbance, litter, non-indigenous species and underwater noise were not covered 
by the participating experts. The groups presented outcomes of their discussions which were revised in 
plenary and summarized in Annex 3. 

 

HELCOM CORESET II 1/2014  

 noted that updated core indicator reports should be ready by June 2015 which in practice means that 
the indicators need to be operational by early 2015 to go through the HELCOM endorsement process.  

 agreed to further specify the five elements provided by GEAR 5/2014 that should be fulfilled in order for 
a core indicator to be operational. 

 discussed that the work on defining GES-boundaries need to be pragmatic and may also need to use 
interim approaches e.g. trends. The Meeting was of the opinion that information on GES-boundaries 
should be communicated to the policy level as soon as possible and this could be achieved by the 
continuous reporting to HELCOM GEAR that will take place during the duration of the project.  

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=16324&folderId=2594394&name=DLFE-55489.pdf
http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=1765970&folderId=2595474&name=DLFE-55534.pdf
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 took note of the information on role of Task Managers (TMs) as presented by the Project Manager. TMs 
are either in Lead or Assisting the work on indicator development. In practice CORESET II will have 
several small TM teams. In total three CORESET II meetings are planned to oversee the work of the TM 
teams. The Meeting noted that experts that are interested in participating in CORESET II should contact 
national GEAR contacts to express their interest.  

 stressed that the success of CORESET II depends on allocation of resources and funding by Contracting 
Parties for participation in the project and noted that for some indicators very few TMs both in lead and 
assisting have been proposed and that the next GEAR meeting will be informed about it.   

 noted that core indicators for seals and coastal fish have been taken forward mainly by Sweden and that 
participation from more Contracting Parties is needed to secure the further development of the 
indicators.  

 emphasized that for efficient development of indicators the long-term experience and cooperation of 
the existing HELCOM expert network such as HELCOM SEAL, FISH-PRO II, PEG, ZEN-QAI should be used 
as source of expertise in CORESET II and invited HELCOM GEAR to consider this further.  

 took note that the Project Manager will contact all TMs to discuss the start of work within short. Task 
Managers can approach the Project Manager for support to set up expert meetings. 

 

HELCOM GEAR 6-2014 

 was concerned that the limited number of Contracting Parties participating in the development of 
some of the indicators might result in that the indicators are not endorsed by all Contracting Parties, 
and that a better use of the HELCOM expert network in the development of the indicator could 
alleviate this problem. 

 was of the opinion that the set of indicators need to be consolidated for the use in the holistic 
assessment and embedded into the national processes. 

 

HELCOM MONAS 20-2014 

 noted that CORESET II is overseeing the development of a number of pressure indicators, and that 
there are presently proposals to develop pressure indicators on e.g. dredging and disposal of dredged 
spoils and on inputs of nutrients. 

 took note of and considered the preliminary on-line structure of the core indicators under discussion by 
CORESET II and EUTRO-OPER presented by Ms. Avellan. The Meeting welcomed the proposal and 
appreciated that the online structure will allow for e.g. linking to the monitoring manual in the future. 
The Meeting invited Contracting Parties to provide their feedback to Ms. Lena Avellan 
(lena.avellan@helcom.fi) by 15 April 2014. 

 

 

http://meeting.helcom.fi/c/document_library/get_file?p_l_id=19309&folderId=2458385&name=DLFE-54980.pdf
http://portal.helcom.fi:81/meetings/MONAS%2020-2014-100/MeetingDocuments/Final%20Outcome%20of%20MONAS%2020-2014.pdf
mailto:lena.avellan@helcom.fi

